




Forest Hill is a kind of oasis.  Occasionally 
one comes across such a sacred place in 
the secular desert.  A place to rest awhile 
and wash the grime out of one’s eyes, so 
that one can see more clearly the way 
ahead. 
 
A passer-by could think 
that it is a place where 
nothing much happens.  
True-externally!  The 
apostolate here is barely 
visible to the casual 
onlooker. 
 
Brendan Gallagher is the gentle leader of 
our little community, consisting of Dermot 
O’Carroll, Cosmas Donnelly and Julian 
Black.  Besides the administrative work and 
daily running of the house, he provides 
comfortable accommodation and a 
wholesome table for retreatants and visitors. 
 
The well kept grounds and availability of the 
church attract laity from the Gaborone area, 
especially at weekends.  They come for 
prayer and meditation or simply to 
experience God’s presence in the peaceful 
atmosphere.  The community members are 
always available for those seeking spiritual 
accompaniment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brendan is ably assisted by our mother and 
cook Masego Phiri and our housekeeper 
Keamogetse Montsiwa, both of whom have 
been with us since Forest Hill Retreat 
Centre was opened twenty two years ago.  
The retreat is stituated half-way between 

Kgale Hill and Gaborone dam on the 
southern boundary of the city of Gaborone. 
 
Kabo Ramoeti is responsible for the upkeep 
of the grounds and the maintenance of the 
infrastructure, consisting of 16 chalet-style 
bedrooms and dormitory with toilets and 
showers, a community room, television 
room, office classroom, library, dining room, 
kitchen and chapel. 
 
Cosmas is responsible for the running of the 
neighbouring parish in Old Naledi,  
something he devotes himself to, far and 
above the call of duty.  We sometimes do 
supply work, but rather reluctantly as it can 
be quite disruptive of community prayer. 
 
Forest Hill is the usual venue for our 
monthly CP meetings and other Passionists 
events.  On Sunday evenings the wider 
Passionist community comes here for time 
together and an evening meal. And you 
thought life was tough on the missions!!! 

Cathedral continued 
We have a Pre-Marriage Preparation 
Course.  This is run by a team of one 
married couple and a mature married lady 
along with the priests of the mission.  This 
is quite a busy apostolate as we cater for 
couples from many missions in the 
Diocese who are working in Gaborone but 
whose marriages are scheduled to take 
place at their home missions. 
 
We also have the Prison Ministry.  The 
Princess Marina Hospital is situated in the 
mission area.  The chaplaincy is carried 
out by a Ugandan Diocesan Priest, Fr 
Sabinus Diku, who resides at the 
Cathedral House.  
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Christ the Rock, Parish, Naledi. 
Fr. Cosmas Donnelly 
The church of Christ-the–Rock is in Naledi, 
a large shanty town (Sean-tig) on the 
outskirts of Gaborone, the capital city of 
Botswana. The parish has been 
administered by the Passionists from Forest 
Hill since its inception. As a preamble to my 
report I should like to present four short 
cameos of individual parishioners who have 
contributed to the building up of the parish 
community. 
  

This is a photo of 
Justice Mereki, a 
retired government 
worker and the      
father of a Growing 
family. For the past 
12 years Justice 
has been taking a   
class of 
Catechumens for 
one hour weekly 

before Sunday Mass. The  programme has 
changed but Justice has never wavered. 
Since retiring he has been traveling a 30km 
journey to fulfill his duties. He also doubles 
as a Funeral Leader for Catholics and those 
of other churches or none who have nobody 
else to function on their behalf- so fulfilling 
this Corporal work of mercy. 
  

  
Widowed 

many years 
ago Mrs.. 
Moremi drives 
to the 

shantytown 
daily for Mass 
despite having 
a painful 

arthritic condition.  Her vehicle is often at the 
disposal of her sodality members and even 
of the priest when rain renders the roads 
impassible for his small ‘Citi Golf’ VW. So 
she provides transport in a cheerful spirit in 
a community with very few vehicles. 

   
 Esther leads the Catechetical Team with 
the help of the chairperson and vice 
chairperson of the Parish Council. She 

works and lives far from 
the parish but is always 
faithful to her 
catechumens and to the 
over-seeing of the other 
teachers. Calm and 
responsible she has the 
respect of her pupils 
and fellow teachers 

alike. Esther is also a Minister of the 
Eucharist. 
   
Finally there is Mma- Stephan- mother of 
Stephan-the keeper of the keys of the 
church, Noted for her strong sense of 

responsibility for 
the up-keep of the 
church and its 
surroundings. She 
patiently weeds 
the churchyard 
and plants flowers, 
washes and 
polishes the 

sacristy and attends s to the altar linens. 
  
 These are but a few of the many with whom 
I am privileged to work. Yes, very 
occasionally we have a member who 
defects to one of the Pentecostal Churches, 
but the Parish of Christ-the-Rock will survive 
as the faith of the little flock is firm and there 
is a core of committed Catholics to pass on 
the flame to the next generation. 
  
On Sunday at Christ-the-Rock, one 
experiences a vibrant liturgy with the choir 
leading the Congregational singing and the 
people involved throughout. There is usually 
a warm welcome for visitors and no one is in 
a hurry home afterwards. This also 
energizes me, celebrant in the most 
significant and most fully attended act of 
worship of the week. Another significant 
hour in the week is the house Mass in one 
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parish is divided. Each ward also has a 
weekly Bible sharing session on Sunday 
readings. Leaders from each ward are 
represented on the Parish Council. 
  
Many of our people are unemployed and live 
below poverty line. Some of them also carry 
the cross of caring for the sick and those 
enduring the scourge of HIV/AIDS. As a 
priest, I am involved in the ordinary round of 
duties, daily mass, and visitation to the sick 
and elderly in their homes and hospital. 
  
I also have a weekly Catechism class before 
Sunday Mass and sessions for couples 
preparing for marriage and those seeking 
Baptism of their children. I am also available 
on a daily basis for listening to the stories of 
the destitute, immigrants and members of 
the Community who have run into difficulties 
and need help. Thanks to our benefactors, 
we are often able to reach out to the most 
needy with compassion and practical 
assistance. The same benefactors have 
also made possible an evolving project on a 
once a month basis on behalf of the 
disabled in the community, which is done in 
co-operation with Naledi Clinic. 

 



Michael Ogweno, C.P. 
Sedibeng Catholic Mission- Molepolole is 
one of the youngest Passionist Missions in 
Botswana. Founded in the 1970s it has 
grown slowly. It now has two Masses on 
Sundays: one in English for the immigrant 
workers who come from other countries 
other than Botswana, and the other in the 
local language known as Setswana. The 
English speakers are not so many but they 
form one of the five small Christian 
communities in the parish. On average, 
putting the two Masses together, the weekly 
attendance would be around 300 people. 

 
The reasons for the slow progress in 
Molepolole was first the anti-catholic feeling 
among other churches and that the catholic 
church was and is still seen as a foreign 
church not only by those outside the church 
but even among those who became 
Catholics Our biggest task and challenge 
has been to get people involved and 
become participants in their pastoral and 
spiritual developments and growth.  
 
The creation of the parish pastoral council 
and the small Christian communities has 
been a big help towards making people 
participants in their pastoral and spiritual 
development. The parish pastoral council 
has departments of Liturgy, Finance and 
development, Administration of the 
Sacraments, youth ministries, small 
Christian communities and sodalities. This 
allows for the collaborative work in carrying 

out the activities of the Mission or in solving 
pastoral issues that arises by giving people 
a chance to play their part. 
 
In the parish several groups and committees 
meet on a weekly basis to discuss and 
share among themselves issues that affect 
them in the light of their faith and Mission 
activities. This is beginning to make an 
impact in the lives of the people in general. 
People are getting involved in contributing to 
the less privileged of the society; clothing, 
food and shelter, visitations to those who 
are sick and to the prisoners and thereby 
being agents of Evangelisation. As part of 
the mission's ministry and contribution to 
those who are affected and infected with 
HIV-Aids, which is a big issue around us, 
the mission is conducting a feeding 
programme for the orphans once a week. 
The orphans come, they are taught, they 
play, they are fed and then they return to 
their homes. We are now in the process of 
establishing in the mission of Molepolole, 
the Crestch and a Computer College, which 
we hope will be an important contribution in 
bringing up the children and youth in the 
Church. 

Formation 
Formation continues to take the central 
stage in our religious meetings and receives 
the highest attention in all our gatherings. 
This is not just because it is a problematic 
and difficult area, but positively because we 
realise that without formation, we and all 
that we stand for and believe in, will die with  
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ourselves; and that would be a tragic death. 
Formation work started here in Molepolole in 
1994. In that year postulants were accepted 
and a programme called `come and see' 
was started for potential future candidates. 
Until 2000  we used small rooms and old 
rondavels as rooms for the students and 
meeting rooms for classes. In that year the 
Passionists built a ten roomed house 
complete with ablution blocks and a chapel 
for the students. This continued until 2004 
when Molepolole became a novitiate house. 

 
It was on the 18th  of February here in 
Molepolole that Emmanuel Kabinga was 
received to the order of Deacons. The 
ceremony was presided over by Bishop 
Boniface T. Setlelekgosi, Bishop of 
Gaborone, who preached eloquently on the 
ministry of service and the meaning of 
deaconate. He urged the people of 
Molepolole to encourage their children to 
offer their lives to the service of God in the 
Church. Assisting the Bishop at the 
Ceremony was Fr. Arthur McCann, the 
Regional Vicar and Fr. Michael Ogweno his 
assistant and Parish Priest of Sedibeng 
Mission, Molepolole. It was a large gathering 
of clergy, religious and laity, which included 
Emmanuel's sister and brother from Zambia.  
 
The daily programme and time table in 
Molepole starts variedly at 6 am during 
summer and 6.30 am during winter with half 
an hour meditation followed by Morning 
Prayer and Mass. After breakfast there is 
class on various topics: we give class on 
liturgy of the hours and the Eucharist, 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
Passionist history and spirituality, human 
development etc. The afternoons are 

divided between a bit of manual work, 
pastoral work, sports and personal studies.  
 
We struggle to help the students clarify for 
themselves their motivation for coming to 
join us and through classes, individual 
conferences and their own personal prayers 
hope that they become more open and 
honest with themselves and God who calls. 
 
Foundation in Zambia 
The Zambian foundation has been part of 
many of our discussions in the Vicariate 
assemblies and Congresses due to the fact 
that we have had many vocations from 
Zambia. It was decided that a foundation 
should be made in Zambia as soon as 
possible. We have had a number of trips to 
Zambia during which we have approached 
the Archbishop of Lusaka and expressed 
our desire to come to his diocese. The 
archbishop heartily welcomed our intention 
and put our request before his diocesan 
consultors who also welcomed the idea. He 
identified places to put on offer to us. We 
decided we would send two men who would 
first settle in a parish and then make moves 
to establish a formation centre in Lusaka. 
We presented these facts to the Archbishop 
and he was pleased and more than happy 
with all that. We are now in the process of 
drawing up a contract. 
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Parish of The Good Shepherd, Meerhof 
Sylvius McGaughey C.P. 
 
To say that I am conducting a vigorous 
Missonary Apostolate in this lovely parish 
nestling in the valleys of the Magaliesberg 
Mountains in my 75th year 
would be stretching it - so 
why am I writing? Apart 
from the fact that the 
beautiful Geraldine invited 
me and she has been so 
good to me and to all of us 
for so long that I could 
refuse her nothing, I have a 
small point to make which 
may be helpful to some in 
this day and age. 
 
When I came here in 2001, 
the parish had been 
without a resident priest for 
ten years. The first priest 
here was James Delaney 
who spent most of his life 
as a De La Salle Brother. 
He built a lovely church, an 
equally lovely small 
presbytery, a caretaker’s cottage and had a 
parish hall almost completed when he died 
suddenly of a stroke. The Passionists then 
ministered here from our parish in Saulsville, 
about half hour away. John Craven was the 
first and after him came Terence McGuckin, 
Anthony Mdhluli, Velaphi Mazibuko and 
Kieran Creagh. All are fondly and gratefully 
remembered. 
 
The point I want to make is that the people I 
found here after ten years without a resident 
priest were in my opinion markedly more 
mature Catholics than any I had dealt with 
previously. They were not afraid to make the 
Church their own in a very real sense; to 
take decisions; to step forward to take on 
various duties and ministries and to carry 
them out faithfully. To me they projected an 
image of responsible and mature Catholics 
which I found, and still find, invigorating.  

This is largely due to the good work done by 
my Passionist brothers who motivated them, 
trusted them, encouraged them and were 
not afraid to delegate responsibilities to 
them. I am convinced that this is the way to 
go so I am being careful to keep a low 

profile and not undo the 
good work.  
 
My experience here has 
emphasized for me a 
thought that I have had at 
the back of my mind for a 
very long time: that the 
Church has had far too 
many priests! I can still 
remember my frustrations 
when I was rector in 
Mount Argus when we 
had a community with 
almost forty active 
priests. There was just no 
priestly work available for 
more than half of them! 
 
By way of a footnote, one 
of the leaders of our 
choir, Mrs Mmoni More, 

has just been elected to the Local Council of 
Madibeng. An even bigger footnote, the 
Premier of the North West Province, Mrs 
Edna Moilwa, has moved into the parish. 
Herself and her husband and five children 
are all Catholics. As she explained to me in 
a letter, she has been living in Mafikeng, the 
seat of the Province Administration, with 
three of the children; her husband is in 
business in Johannesburg  where he has 
been living with the two older children. They 
were meeting only every second weekend 
so they decided to move here which lies 
between both places so that they could be 
together as a family.  
 
And, if you didn’t already know, the 
Magaliesberg Mountain Range is one of the 
oldest in the world – it has survived three 
Ice-Ages. It is continuously studied by 
geologists from all over. 



Located at just ten minutes walk from the 
centre of Glasgow, Saint Mungo’s has a 
ministry to our parishioners and also to a 
wide variety of other people living in the city 
and beyond. The Passionist community 
offers daily Mass, usually with a homily, and 
opportunities for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation morning and evening. Our 
confessional apostolate draws people from 
a wide radius; only last Saturday, I was 
speaking to someone from Stirling who 
comes to confession in Saint Mungo’s. As 
with Passionist churches everywhere, 
people come to Saint Mungo’s because they 
find a sense of community and a sense of 
spirituality, with good preaching and well 
presented liturgy. 
 
The value of what we provide can be 
gauged by the number of young people 
coming to the church and taking part in the 
life of the parish. Of course, with two 
universities (Strathclyde and Caledonian) 
and two colleges (Central College of 
Commerce and Glasgow Metropolitan 
College) near the church, and Paul Francis 
and Sister Maureen act as Catholic 
Chaplains to Glasgow Caledonian 
University. 

 
Our ministry here has changed in the last 
seven years because of the increasing 
number of overseas-born people coming to 
the church. The large influx of asylum 
seekers and refugees of recent years has 
given rise to a more international parish 
community. The work done by the Cross 
and Passion Sisters in helping asylum 
seekers to integrate into the local 
community is appreciated not just by 
Catholics but by other Christians and people  

 
of other faiths. Initially most of the new 
arrivals in the parish were from Kosovo and 
Albania, followed later by those from Iraq, 
Lebanon and other Arabic speaking 
countries. Now we find that there are more 
and more African families moving into the 
area, many of whom speak English rather 
than French as a European language, 
although we still have the monthly French 
Mass for those from French-speaking 
African countries. Only a couple of Sundays 
ago, six children were baptised, all from 
African families. 
 
In the last year or so, we also have another 

layer of migrant workers, joining the mix of 
refugees, overseas students and long-term 
residents. Most of these migrant workers are 
from Poland and other new members 
countries of the European Union, but there 
are also nurses from India and the 
Philippines who are sometimes joined by 
their families. 
 
With the changing demographics in this part 
of the city, our parish and our Passionist 
community are challenged to become more 
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Kieran Creagh CP 
As I write, on the 23rd March 2006, we have 
just admitted our 300th patient.  His name is 
David and he is 52 years old and has cancer 
of the Oesophagus.  He is not typical of our 
patients as many are much younger and are 
suffering from AIDS. 
 
It is 21 months since we opened our doors 
to receive patients and we have come a 
long way.  Each new patient has taught us 
something new about living with a terminal 
illness, caring for the individual in a holistic 
way. 
 
We now have 4 part time doctors, 9 
professional nurses, 15 carers, 8 
housekeeping staff, 5 administration staff 
and 1 beautician. The staff work well 
together to provide best quality Palliative 
care.  To Palliate means to ‘make something 
bad easier to cope with’.  This is our main 
aim; so that we can help our patients cope 
with their sickness. 
 
The medical university of South Africa now 
send their students to us to experience 
palliative care in action.  The Hospice and 
Palliative Care Association of South Africa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

has asked us to be a model of inpatient 
palliative care for other hospices.  Thanks to 
our dedicated nurses and staff we are 
moving in the right direction. 

 
Poverty, sickness, and crime continue in our 
community, so our next step is to build a 
Day Care Centre and a Church, which will 
be dedicated to Our Lady of Hope (Maria 
Ma Tshepo).   The church will be 
multipurpose, incorporating a creche and 
community facilities, to serve our discharged 
patients and the local community. 

 
If you know of anyone who would like to 
contribute, the account details are:  
Account Name: Maria Ma Tshepo 
Account Number: 318590131 
Bank:   Standard Bank,       

Hartbeespoort, South Africa 
Sort Code:  01-34-45 
Swift Code:  SBZAZAJJ 

   South Africa – Leratong Hospice 

St. Mungo’s Continued 
 
international in their outlook, We need 
also to realise that future Passionist 
vocations may come from the “new 
Scots” whose family life and faith life are 
generally healthy. 
For the future, our recently opened 
bookshop is a way of having new 
contacts with people and should lead us 
to reflect on the question of the dialogue 
between Faith and Culture, the “drama of 
our time”. We also look forward to the 
Passionist Institute in June as a help to 
our developing with our lay co-workers a 
programme on Passionist charism and 
spirituality 
 




