
 
Munstergeleen Celebrations 
June 22nd to 25th 2007.  
 
The celebrations to mark the canonisation of 
Karl Houben took place in Munstergeleen from 
Friday 22nd to Monday 25th June 2007.  
 
The centre piece was the Pontifical High Mass 
on the Sunday in the parish Church. Chief 
Celebrant was the local Bishop, Mgr. F.J.M. 
Wiertz Bishop of Roermond assisted by other 
bishops, local clergy and Passionists. From 
Rome came the Passionists Fr. Luigi Vaninetti 
(General Consultor) and Fr. Giovanni Zubani 
(Postulator General), from Holland came Fr. 
Leo Bos (Provincial) with Frs. Martin, Leo and 
Jo, from St. Patrick’s province came Frs. 
Justinian McGread, Anthony Behan, Victor 
Donnelly and Jim Sheridan who attended the 
full programme while Fr. Martin Coffey attend 
the final Eucharistic Celebration and 
Procession with the Relics to St. Charles 
Shrine at his birthplace.  
 
The procession took place from the Parish 
Church through many of the streets of the 
village to the Shrine at the birthplace of Father 
Charles. The relics of Saint Charles and other 
local Saint were carried by stewards in the 
Procession. At the head of the procession was 
the local brass band, various sodalities, 
confraternities and youth groups. Each group 
had their own distinctive uniform and carried 
their banner. The Passionists followed 
carrying a 1 metre candle dedicated to St. 
Charles. Parishioners took up the rear and 
were followed by the local clergy and bishops. 
Throughout the procession the rosary was 
recited in Dutch. Crowds of people lined the 
route and showed great reverence in their 
silent attention and devotional recitation of the 
prayers. Children had drawn in chalk on the 
footpaths images of Saint Charles and the 
Passionist Sign. Many houses along the way 
flew flags and displayed window altars.  
 
When the procession reached the Shrine of 
Saint Charles all participants filed through and 
venerated the relics of Saint Charles 
presented by Giovanni Zubani C.P. After a 

pause for private prayer all dispersed to 
purchase goods at the repository, or for a 
meal or picnic. The VIPs were invited to a 
special buffet meal in Len’s Garden 
Restaurant. The remainder of the evening was 
spent either on a walk about or at the 
entertainment in the Marquee.  
 
The entertainments included various concerts 
held on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
evenings held in the large marquee. Papal, 
Dutch and Irish flags flew everywhere. The 
atmosphere was wonderful and welcoming for 
the Passionists who shared a reserved table 
with the Parish Priest Fr. Harrie Broers, Dolf 
Dormans and his wife, members of the Parish 
council and celebrations Committee. All styles 
of music were catered for and include 
Classical, Dutch, Irish and English folk, and 
rock. A variety of bands played including one 
from the Army Regiment in which Saint 
Charles as a young man had served. There 
was a session of Irish Dancing and another of 
music on the bagpipes. Much was made of the 
fact that Saint Charles loved to sing. The 
highlight of the concerts was the singing of the 
new song composed and sung by Evelyne. 
 
The group of eight from Mount Argus parish 
stayed in the Hotel in Munster and joined as 
special guests at all events. Passionists were 
accommodated free of charge in the Regina 
Carmeli Convent in Sittard. Fr. Harrie Broers 
joined the group in the convent each day and 
kept them informed of each day’s programme. 
 
Celebrations ended with the Irish and Dutch 
National anthems in the Marquee. After this all 
visiting Passionists, clergy and people went to 
the Church for Solemn Vespers. Fr. Harrie 
invited the Passionists and Fr. Giovanni 
Zubani for an informal supper and 
presentation of the special publication “Pater 
Karel, Heilig Verklaard 2007”.  
 
Monday was a day of celebration for the 
schools and young people of the area. On this 
day the Irish and Scottish pilgrims returned 
home.  
Jim Sheridan 
 



  

Munstergeleen – Mass, Procession, Entertainment 



 
Monday, July 9, 2007 - 150 years 
since the arrival of Saint Charles 
in Mount Argus. 
 
 
On July 9, 2007, Mount Argus celebrated the 
150th Anniversary of the arrival of Saint 
Charles in Dublin. To join in the celebrations a 
delegation came to Mount Argus from 
Munstergeleen, the birthplace of Saint 
Charles, following in the footsteps of the Saint. 
The group were led by Mgr. F.J.W. Wiertz, 
Bishop of Roemond, Fr. Harrie Broers P.P. of 
Munstergeleen, and Fr. Leo Bos C.P. 
Passionist Provincial in Holland. Present also 
was Fr. Giljam Coumans from the Diocese of 
Roemond, the Dutch Passionist Fr Michael 
Herm and from England Fr. Frances 
Finnegan, Passionist. Among the visitors pride 
of place was given to Mr. J.H.A. Dormans and 
his wife. The healing of Mr. Dormans was the 
approved miracle that led to the canonisation 
of Saint Charles. 
 
At 7.30 that Monday night a large 
congregation attended a Celebration Mass to 
mark the occasion. Present in the  
 

 
 
 
congregation was Joseph Prendergast from 
Liverpool. In 1977, at 17 years of age, Joseph 
lay unconscious after a motorcycle accident. 
His family prayed to 'Father Charles', placing a 
relic under his pillow. Joseph recovered and 
his family considered it a 'miracle' attributed to 
'Father Charles'. The documentation was sent 
to Rome and considered at the same time as 
that of Mrs. Verheggen. Mrs. Verheggen's 
recovery was declared miraculous and 
sufficient for the Beatification of 'Father 
Charles'. 
The Concelebrated Mass was led by Bishop 
Fiachra O'Ceallaigh, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
Dublin. The sermon was preached by Mgr. 
Frans Wiertz, Bishop of Roemond. 
At the end of the Mass a simple meaningful 
ceremony took place. Representing the 
Passionists in the 'home' province Fr. Martin 
Coffey, Provincial, Fr. Leo Bos, Provincial 
representing the Passionists in Holland, Fr. 
Frank Keevins, representing the parish of 
Mount Argus and Fr. Harrie Broers 
representing the parish of Munstergeleen 
processed to the Shrine and Tomb of Saint 
Charles and led the congregation in prayer for 
the Passionists and people of both countries. 

 
 
 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Prendergast                            Frs. Martin, Leo and Harrie

Mr. & Mrs. Dormans



 
Homily of Bishop F.J.M. Wiertz,  
Bishop of Roermond, Holland. 
 
We will reflect today on that very special 
Sunday June 3rd in Rome and the 
Canonisation of Father Charles of Mount 
Argus. Maybe you were also there for the 
happy event in St Peter’s Square where it was 
raining and raining and raining.  Today  we 
have returned from Rome to come to the 
grave here of this new Saint in Mount Argus. 
In the chapel of this monastery we thank God 
for his heavenly gift.  
 
On the 24th of June we had a Thanksgiving in 
the town of Munstergeleen in our Diocese in 
the Netherlands.  Father Charles was born 
there.  His family home has become a very 
popular centre of devotion.  There he spent his 
childhood and youth and there in a family of 
great faith he received his vocation.  God's 
words came to him as once to the prophet 
Jeremiah “Be not afraid, I am with you.  I am  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
putting my words into your mouth.” It is 
probable that young Andrew Houben also  felt 
unworthy of his great mission but he trusted in 
God and surrendered himself to him. “ Go now 
to those  to whom I sent you and say whatever 
I command you.” He undertook his mission 
with zeal.  He left the place he loved.  He 
would never see his home town again.  He 
took the path that the Lord showed him.  He 
found a new home on entering the 
Congregation of the Passionists, first in 
Belgium, later in England and finally here in 
Ireland.  He was strongly attracted to the 
spirituality of this Religious Congregation in 
which the contemplation of the Passion of 
Christ is central.  In prayer and meditation  the 
Passionist Charles Houben wished to become 
one with the Crucified Christ.  This unity would 
move him to search unceasingly for the 
suffering human person to comfort, encourage 
and heal him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In this the saintly Father Charles found the 
fulfilment of his vocation to follow Christ in his 
care and mercy towards the person in need, to 
find the countenance of Christ in  those 
weighed down by worry and hardship, to 
recognize the cross of Christ in the pain of 
those who are weary and heavily burdened.  
Father Charles was well acquainted with these 
sentiments which are to be found on every 
page of the Gospel texts in which we are told 
how the Lord sought his fellow men with 
endless Love.   
 
Our Saint’s only ideal was to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus to share Jesus’ Mercy 
towards the disadvantaged person. Like Jesus 
he would lay his hand on the suffering 
person’s shoulder, give his blessing and say a 
kind word. In the sacrament of penance he 
would convey God’s forgiveness. He let 
everybody feel the goodness of God. And this 
was a consequence of his own interior union 
with God in prayer. He simply wished to be a 
shepherd like Jesus – the Good Shepherd 
who when he saw the crowds felt sorry for 
them because they were harassed and 
dejected like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
In his lifetime he was already considered a 
Saint. All who met him loved him and he loved 
them. As an apostle of Christ he could repeat 

the words of Paul at the end of his life “we felt 
so devoted and protective towards you and 
have come to love you so much that we were  
eager to hand over to you not only the Good 
News but our whole life as well.” 
To be a shepherd like Jesus that was his 
heart’s desire. People knew where to find him. 
Many came to him here at Mount Argus 
weighed down by their sicknesses and 
weaknesses. Instinctively they knew that the 
Spirit of God was active in this Man of God. In 
the holiness of his life the figure of Christ 
moved by mercy could be seen in him.  
 
Death could not bring this great love to an 
end. The Paschal Mystery of the Lord assures 
us that the love of Christ goes on even after 
Good Friday. On Easter morning his Passion 
and Death will bear fruit. He remains with us 
as the living one. After his holy death Father 
Charles will share fully in the Paschal victory 
over death. He followed Christ in his mercy 
and now he will be one with him in his glory. It 
is not surprising then that immediately after his 
death from his heavenly home his loving 
presence was felt again. Great faith brought 
people to his grave in Dublin, to his home in 
Munstergeleen and especially after there was 
a chapel built there. Once again as when he 
lived multitudes of pilgrims were drawn to him. 
Many sought and still seek comfort in this holy 
man especially those scared by life and 

wounded in faith 
and suffering. This 
Church itself so 
close to his grave 
is witness to the 
great trust that 
growing numbers 
of the faithful 
place in him. They 
come to him 
longing to be 
comforted and 
cured and also to 
thank him for 
graces received.  
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop O’Ceallaigh & Bishop Wiertz

      Fr. Frank                        Fr. Harrie                              Fr. Leo

Fr. Martin



 
The Saint Father Charles is a genuine saint of 
the people just as he was a man among the 
people in his lifetime. Especially among 
normal simple people his own remarkable 
simplicity was the source of his love for them 
and in him they found tranquillity and inner 
peace and many find that in him to this day.  
 
Here one is drawn naturally to prayer 
something perhaps which does not happen 
everywhere. The trust in this holy man 
overcomes the difficulties one may feel. The 
heart is filled in trust and it finds the words with 
which to pray. Close to this saint we 
experience the goodness of God himself. This 
goodness has found expression in Father 
Charles because it showed through him. 
Faithfully he imitated Christ who is God’s love 
in person. Every moment in time is blest the 
same with what it most needs.  
 
The Canonisation of Father Charles is a 
present from heaven for the Church in Ireland, 
for the Church in Holland, and for the society 
in which we now live. He is the one who points 
out to us the way to God. One who is close to 
God. An intercessor who can strengthen our 
trust in him. The Church and society urgently 
needs such examples, practical examples of 
genuine Christian Life. Sanctity is not the ideal 
for the few privileged souls in the distant past. 
“Be holy because I am holy.” This word of God  
has not lost its meaning in our time. On the 
contrary, precisely in our dark times we need 
saints more than ever. Men and women who  
 
 
 
 

 
will bear witness to the Gospel of Christ in 
every aspect of their lives who like Father 
Charles have totally and radically  dedicated 
themselves to the service of God and their 
fellow men. Our saint calls out to each of us 
“holiness is not a distant ideal.” Follow Jesus 
faithfully and you are already in the path to 
holiness. In the word of Pope Benedict – “The 
future of the Church can only depend on those 
who live the deep convictions and true 
integrity of the faith. Let us state it positively. 
The future of the Church now and always will 
depend on saints, men and women, who can 
see more than others because their horizon 
stretches beyond the here and now.” 
 
The example of Father Charles can give us 
the inspiration necessary to aspire to the ideal 
of holiness in our own lives, to build a Church 
of the future. The Church that has a source of 
life in the word of God and the Incarnate Word 
that is Christ. Because the Lord continue to 
sow his word in our world and in our time he 
gives us strength to grow. He wishes to bring 
in the harvest of Faith and Love with the help 
of his workers - each one of us. His workers 
are necessary, holy men and women, like 
Father Charles, priests, deacons, religious, 
active believers and especially youth. Please 
do not hesitate to offer yourselves to serve 
Christ and his Church.  Ask the Lord to send 
workers to the Harvest. Ask and pray fervently 
for that. Hope in the intercession of Father 
Charles of Mount Argus. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Saint Charles - Thanksgiving Mass, Mount Argus, 3rd June 




